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26. Diodorus Siculus, History, trans. by CH. Oldfather,
(London, 1946), IX, 1.

27. Demosthenes, Against Aristogeiton, 11, 23.

28. Aischenes, Timarch, 1 : 25; Dio of Prusa, Thirty Seven
Discourse, 7.4; Pausanias, Attica, 16.

29. Diogenes, Bk. 1, ch. 11, p. 63. .
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34. Ari totle, The Constituticn cf Athens, trans. by Kurt von
Fritz, (New York, 1951), p. 73
35. Ibid, V, 3.
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42. Aristotle, op. cit. p. 78.
43. 1:21.
44. Diogenes Bk. 1, 11, p. 51.
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48. Diogenes, Vol. 2, p. 67.
49. George Grote, A History of Greece, Vol. III, (London,
1869), p. 152.
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Sir Clark Kerr to M . Eden, despatch No. 276, Baghdad,
June 3, 1936
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Only the anonymous author of the Wasaya comes up with
such bold statements ** Sam' ani was not a contemporary of
Nxzam al-Mulk and it is not known whether or not it reprece-
sents Sam‘ani’s personal stand. Also, we should not misinter-
pret.statements by Sam‘ani and those of ‘Abd al-Ghafir on
the nature of Nizam al-Mulk’s religious qualities. Nizzm al-
Mulk was a true politician and he indicated. his qualifications
for that profession indirectly by the statement that he was
not qualified to serve as hadith-transmitter, and by his writ-
ings on statecraft. But Sam‘ani and ‘Abd al-Ghafir’s concepts -
of what a Saljaq politician is, allcwed them to speak of Nizam
al-Mulk’s religious qualities, by which they meant that he was
a Saljuq functionary who believed in the Shafi‘i madhhad
and championed its cause. In this context, the religious attri- .
butes of Nizam al-Mulk, when compared with professional
secretaries of the Saljuq class, are understandable.

132. Wagaya, (Mircofilm copy of the Bodieian Lnbrary
MS Fraser, 251) fol. 220a, the statement by al-Fandiira-
chi” on the birth of leam al- Mulk

L . : | —— 4T




Mafarrukhi’s favorable accounts of Niz_é'm al-Mulk were influ-
encedby his loyalty to Fakhr al-Muk and probably exaggerate
‘the benefit which scholars and authors received from Nizam
al-Mulk’s allocation of funds to scholarship. It is not known
in the absence of any direct information, whether the same
thing is true of Fami or Ibn Isfandiyar. The Shafi‘i Fami is
known to be favorabe to the native Hanbali Angari, who on
two occasions, was banished by Nizam al-Mulk. Ibn Isfandi-
yar was hostile to Nizam al-Mulk’s enemy, Hasan al-Sabbah,
but left no direct statement on the vizier. =~~~ ) "

Those historians were under direct Saljuq rule and the
chance to direct criticism aginst Nizam al-Mulk was possible
but not likely, given the influence exerted by Nizam al-Mulk’s
descendants on Saljuq affairs for generations to come. That
chance was available to Kirmani'and the Baghdadi group but
they failed to produce anything worth noting. Afzal's attempt
at casting Nizam al-Mulk in an unfavorable light is a trivial
instance and cwgs _promptedby his loyalty to the Saljuq line of
Kirman. Sam‘ani left a somewhat interesting biography of
Nizam al-Mulk, but the veracity of his statements on Nizam
al-Mulk is somewhat questionable. Sam‘ani, as was earlier
the case with Abd al-Ghafir, was a Shafi‘i traditionst, frien-
" dly toward but not a proponent of Ash‘arism, and knew Nizam

al-Mulk’s contribution to the Shafi‘i” madhhab. The Sam‘ani
family also owes much to Nizam al-Mulk’s patronage of Abil
al-Muzaffar, the grandfather of Sam‘ani. While there is some
truth in Sam‘ani’'s statements on the conduct and character
of Ni;ém al-Mulk because they are supported by evidence
from other sources, Sam‘ani’s statement that God knew Nigé'm
al-Mulk’s secret for the era of Nizam al-Mulk is doubtful in
implication. This statement indicates that he was preparing
.Nigam al-Mulk for an important mission, and to achieve this
~goal Nizam al-Mulk was endowed with an unusual charecter.

\
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traditions, coupled with his ability to direct objective criticism
to members of his Shafii"madhhab. Within the Baghdadi™
group-like the Nishapuri®™ Shafi‘i traditionalists - Sam‘ani”
occupies an important position because of his comprehensive
coverage of wafayat during a little more than two docades
cf Nizam al-Mulk’s vizierates, In contrast to ‘Abd al-Chafir,
though, Sam‘ani’s contribution to fifth/eleventh century ?3agh-
dad is disappointing. By virtue of being a Marwazi, alien to
Baghdad except by residence, Sam‘ani made a valiant attempt
at recording a Dhayl of wafayat for Baghdad and its deceased,
but his effort was not enough to gain him recogunition as
writer of thatgenre. While it is safe to hold Angari respon-
sible for some of the defects apparent in his abridged edition,
the Dhayl surely suffered from Sam‘ani’s disadvantage, which
was seized upon by Ib hnal-Jawzi. Ibn al-Jawzi himself used
for a corresponding period some of the sources utilized by

‘Sam‘ani and in the Muntazam produced a better §overage of

the wafayat,

At any rate, Nizim al-Mulk undoubtedly left a remarkable
impression on these historians. Although the literature sur-
veyed is diversified in nature, it embraces aspects of Nizam
al-Mulk’s true character. The problem, however, is how to
distinguish what is true of Nizam al-Mulk as Saljuq politician
from literature written for propaganda purposes. What is safe
to claim primarily is that Nizam al-Mulk’s contributions to
cities, both cultural and religious, and his patronage of their
historians, influenced the manner in which Nizam al-Mulk
was depicted. Ibn Funduq, Mafarrukhi and in very special
circumstances ‘Abd al-Ghafir are true representatives of this
trend. Ibn Funduqg’s two reports, both of which are favorable
express his grandfather’s stand on Nizam al-Mulk, suggesting
that the vizier was well-ahead of his time, and that it was
within the nature of his character to listen to good advice.
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‘which contains Ibn al-‘Adim’s biographical notice on Nigé-m al-
Mulk has been so far unedited.

In summary, local sources, largely Arabic but also Persian,
are numerous, ranging from biographical works to local histor-
ies; they enjoy a practical advantage over universal chronicles
in that their authors were natives, with access to local traditions
and instituions, Still, for a variety of reasons noted in the
course of this survey, a number of local sources do not stand
to this reputation.

- For our purposes, the chief benefits from local sources are
two: (1) information aspects of Nig,'ﬁn al-Mulk’s religious polic-
ies, above all the madrasa institution: (2) views of Ni;iim al-
Mulk as formulated by historians of three Saljuq cities (Nis-
hapur, Bayhaq and Isfahan) and by historians representing
Baghdad and Kirman, both known to be hostile to the Saljuq
rule,

Unsurprisingly, there is much greater interest for us in
the group centered on Hakim’s Tarikh Ni3abur than in the
Baghdidi group, centred on Khatib’s Tarikh Baghdad. Infor-
mation on Nizam al-Mulk’s religious policy comes mainly
from the Nishapuri group , that is, Hakim, ‘Abd al-Ghafir,
along with Ibn Funduq. In this respect, Mayfarrukiw also has
some relevance, The Baghdadi group, in effect, has little bear-
ing on this question. Within the Nishapuri group, the value
of ‘Abd al-Ghafir's Siyaq is high, though it is not without
shortcomings, especially on the role of Ash‘arism in fifth/
eleventh century Nishapur, which was reputed during this
epoch for its Ash‘ari leadership. On ‘the positive side, the
Siyaq is an important source (1) because of its information
on key aspects of Nizam al-Mulk’s policy (often short of detail
but wortwhile) and (2) because of ‘Abd al-GHafir's reliability
as historian within the framework of Nishapur's complicated
religious and social structure and his faithfulness to Shafi‘i ..
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mfluenced by the vivier's stand on the Ash‘aris, “because
Sam‘ani, as’ Ibn al-Jawzi acknowledged, was a Sh'fu tradi-
tionist. It should also be remembered that Sam‘ani’s grand-
father Abu al-Muzaffar (d. 489/1095-96), a converted Shafi
~ from the glanafl madhhab was Nigam al-Mulk’s patron and
composed in his name a lost treatise entitled “al-Risala al-
qlwamﬁra ” 120
There exist local sources which cover Mosul and Halab,

two cities visited by Nigam al-Mulk but we do not learn much
from the published ones. Ibn al-Azraq al-Fariqi'(b. 510/1116- 17)
covered the Marwanids in a work entitled Tarikh Mayyafarign
wa Amid, known as Tarikh al-Fariql. *° The Marwanids served
at first as a vassal prmmpallty for the Great Saljugs, but then
Malik-Shah and Nizam al-Mulk, for reasons overlooked by
Fariqi; ordered its invasion. The Bughyat al-talab. fi “tdrikh
Halab, which was composed by the Syrian Ibn al-‘Adim (d.

660/1261-62), is an interesting local history, owing to Ibn al-
‘Adim’s practice of introducing a variety of accounts, very often
coupled with references to his sources, some of which have not
reached us such as the anonymous Malik-nama. **' But the part

129. Of which there is a brief quotation in Subkn Tabaqat ,
al-ShiifiTya, V, 346. Notice the relationship of the title to
Nizam al-Mulk’s honorific “Qiwam al-Din.” _
130. Ed. ‘A. al-Latif ‘Awad (Cairo : al-Matab1 al-Amiriya,
1379/1959). ° ._
131. The Bughya has been widely utlhzed though it remains
unpubhshed ‘A Sevim edited the section which treats the
reign of Alp Arslansee “Bughyetu Taleb fi Tarih-i Haleb’
Gore Sultan Alp-Arslan," Belleten, XXX/118 (1966).
208-22. Ibn al-‘Adim made an a bndged edition of the
Bughya entitled Zubdat al-halab min tarikh Halab, ed. S.
al-Dahhan (2 vols. to date Bayrut: al- Matba‘a al-l{athu-
- likiya 1370-73/1951-54).
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source reference. ™ The Ansab, also composed from the stand-
point of a mul}addith, contains a few items of interest to us,
as is shown by the entry on al-Shariki, whose request to work
in Nizam al-Mulk’s administration was rebuffed by the
vizier.?* Sam@Gni’s Tarikh Marw is considered to be wholly
lost. '® From the Dhayl, however, we can see that Sam‘ani
thought highly of Nizim al-Mulk, both as a skillful admini-
strator and a pious vizier. Sam‘ani goes further to say that
no one knew God’s secret intention in making of Nizam al-
‘Mulk (maknim sirr Allahfi" amrihi) until the era of the “rule
of Nizam al-Mulk” began, when he initiated a just policy
toward the Saljuq subjects and managed to arrange the affairs
of the ditvans in the most efficient manner. ' He goes on to
say that the actual rulership was held by .Nizam al-Mulk,
“while the right ruler, the sultan, (Malik-Shah?) ruled only in
name.’ Sam‘ani's overall view of Nizam al-Mulk may be a
little bit exaggerated, as is shown by his claim that the Saljuq
sul'an was among the sultans’ most just rulers.’ It should
be pointed out that Sam‘ani’s view of Nigim al-Mulk was not

'123. We may learn, however, a few names of persons who
transmitted hadith through Nizam al-Mulk. For this and

other marginal aspects see Tahbir, fols. 17b, 36a, 52a, |
80b, 103a. |

124. Ansab, fol. 325a.

 125. Subki says that he had not been able to trace the source:
see Tabaqat al-Shafi‘iya, VII, 182, no. 4; also al-Sakhawi,
al-Ilan bi al tawbikh li man dhamma al-tarikh, ed. F.
Rosenthal and S.A. al-‘Ali (Baghdad: Matba‘at al-‘Ani,
1382/1963), p. 276, n. 76. "

126. Angari, Mukhtar, fol. 187b.

127. 1bid.

128. Ibid., fol. 188a.
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Sam‘ani’s original Dhayl and utilized a good number“of his
reports for the biographies which he devoted to Nizam al-

.~ Mulk under the wafayat of 485/1092. It should be noted that

despite the aim of the Dhayl to serve as a sequel to local his-
tory of Baghdad, Sam‘ani’s biography of Nizam al-Mulk con-
tains nothing on his contribution to Baghdad, even though it
fell under the sway of his policy and was visited by the vizier
twice. It is not known whether Angarf’s abridgements are
responsible for the defect.'® This defect was noticed, how-
ever, by Ibn al-Jawzi and Ibn al-Athir and to compensate for
it, they drew on Baghdadi sources to record some of the
missing aspects of Nigé"m al-Mulk’s career.

The Tabbir fi“al-mu‘jam al-kabir is not useful for assess-
ing Sam‘ani’s overall view of Nizam al-Mulk. *** In the Tahbir,
Sam‘ani’s interest was to record biographies of all his masters
and transmitters in hadith, both men and women who atten-
ded his meeting-sessions, beginning with Sam‘ani’s first sess-
ion down to those held by the wafayat of 562/1166. This
shaped the nature of Tahbir as an exclusive biographical

—

120. The same thing applies to Mani‘ i - |
121. A microfilm copy of the Zahiriya library MS, 1233. There
is an M.A. thesis on the Tahbir done by MN. Salim
(college of Arts, Baghdad). B
122. Tahbir, fol. 105a. There arereferences to wafayat which
occurred in 568-1172-73, six years after Sam‘ani’s death,
and 577/1181-82. Given these examples, it appears that
Subki is right in claiming that certain hands added mater-
ial to the Tahbir. See ibid., fol., 122b; Tabaqat al-Shafi‘iya,
VI, 130. Sam‘ani used his own notes and experience for
the composition of the Tahbir. It begins with the “Ibra-
hims,” but part of the last section covering SamGni’s
hearing of 'l}adith from authoritative women is missing,
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reputation and “vices” of the deceased (mathalib). ™

The issue of forgery leads us to consider the relationship
of Sam‘ani’s reports on Nizam al-Mulk in the Dhayl to those
cited by Ibn al-Jawzi and Ibn al-Athir. Sam' ani’s notice on
Nizam al-Mulk is written from the standpoint of a traditionist
historian and the original notce was probably richer in informa-
tion than the one which has reached us through Angari. "
This biography contains three brief statements on Nigam al
Mulk's background and his religious measures, plus three re-
ports on the vizier from his brother Abil al-Qasim ‘Abd
Allah. "* It also includes three direct quotations from Nizam
al-Mulk himself and four reports on incidental matters. ** Of
this total number of reports, Ibn al-Jawzi utilized two of the
incidental items, four of Nizam al-Mulk’s quotations, one of
‘Abd Allah’s references and one statement on background.™
Six of these eight items utilized by Ibn al-Jawzi appear in Ibn
al-Athir's Kamil, plus one statement on religious policy. "

The comparison indicates that Ibn al-Jawzi had access to -

113. Ibid,, “fols 84a-b, An example involving this tendency is
to be found in Ibn Nasjr's remark on Abu al-Fadl Muham-
mad al—-Wam;x (d. 547/1152-53) on whom he says laysa

min ah] al-wiqaya wa al-diraya, See ibid., fol. 32a.

114. Mukhtar, fols. 187a-90a.

115. Ibid., fols. 187a-188a, 188b, 190a.

116. Ibid., fols. 188a-b, 189a-b, 190a.

117. Muntazam, IX, 64, 65, 66, 68. o

118. Kamil, VIII, 162-63. Ibn al‘lbn in turn, used Sam‘ani
through Ibn al-Athir. See Tarikh mukhtagar al-duwal
(Bayrut, al-Matba‘a al-kathulikiya, 1958), pp. 193-94.

119. Tabagat al- Sh’afl‘iya 1V, 312, 317, 318. Subki utilized
the original Dhayl without an intermediary.




adversanes did not escape Ibn al-Jawzi's attack save when he
depicted the character of the Hanbali clique (mukassiri al-
hanabila). *** Sam‘anl’s sources “for biographies of non-Bagh-
dadi natives were numerous, but were dropped by Angart.
Still, the content of his notice on Mani‘i indicates that he used
‘Abd al-Ghaflr $ 1 notes and added to it his own. Later on Subki
utilized Sam‘ani. ' Again a source which does not appear in
his notice on Nizam al-Mulk, namely, Sirr al-surir, is cited by
Subki in the same context. ' The two sources do appear in
Bunddri’s edition, however. ™ But any dispute on the vali-
dity of Ibn al- Jawzi's claims must be tested against Sam‘ani’s
biographies of Baghdadi natives. _From . Bundari’s abridged
edition we learn that Ibn al-Jawzi is right in claiming that
Sam‘ani used Shuja®for writing his notices on Baghdadi inha-
bitants in the Dhayl. But in a good number of passages Sam‘-
ani does acknowledge his indebtedness to this group.'™* It
appears that what prompted Ibn al-Jawzi’ 's charges is Sam -
ani’s remarks in the Dhayl on Ibn al-Jawzi's master Ibn Nagir
and 1 probably other Hanbalis of Baghdad. For example, Sam’-
ani says that Ibn Nagxr loved to cast slur on people’s reputa-
tion and to sully their merits; Bundari adds that in the origi-
nal Dhayl Sam‘ani said that while Ibn Nasir was reviewing the
Dhayl, he had the habit of indicating in its margins the ill-

108. Kamil, IX, 98.

109. Sce Mukhtar, fols. 177a-78a; cf. Slyaq, fols. 15a-18a; also -
Tabaqat al-Shafi‘iya, IV, 300.

110. Ibid., IV, 328, also n. 1, 328. The author of Sirr al-surur,

is a certain Abl al-‘Ala’ Muhammad Ibn Mahmud al-
Ghaznawi, a friend of Sam‘ani’

111. Tarikh Baghdad 2, fols, 42b, 58a, 69a.
112, Ibid., fols. 25b, 32a 33b, 43b, 46a-b, 47a-b, 482 50b 5la.
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tend that the meeting was held in Transoxiana.* ‘Because
“the ongmal Dhayl is no longer extant, it is not easy to judge
1bn a'-Jawzi's charges. Ansan s edition sheds not hght on them
because he drcpped the sources used by Sam' ani, as is shown,
for 'n.tance, by the biographies of Abu ‘Alf al- Mani‘i and Nizam
al-Mulk. ™ As will be seen shortly, Bundan was faithful to
the original Dhayl.

The mtegnty of Sam‘ani has been unequivocally recogni-
‘zed by Shafii historians, including Dhahabi, who considered
him as a reliable transmitter. This does not mean that Sam‘ani’
made no errors, a point to which Ibn al-Athir devoted useful
remaris. But it was Ibn al-Athir who dismissed Ibn al- Jawzi's
charges about the credibility of Sam' ani as l}adlth transmitter,
asserting in his Lubab that such charges were true of Ibn al-
Jawzi alone, who never left his city, Baghdad, and therefore
was inclined to forgery.™’ In the Kamil, Ibn al-Athir goes fur-
there to say that what prompted Ibn al-Jawzi to attack Sam'-
ani was his affiliation to the Shafi‘i madhhab and adds that all

104. 1bid., X, 225, also Makdisi, “Autograph diary of an
eleventh century historian of Baghdad,” BSOAS, XVII
(1956), 15 — 16. ‘ |

105. Mu khtar, fols. 177a-78a, 187a-89a.

106. Tadhkirat al-l}uﬂ’az IV, 1316-1318; Subkf, Tabaqat al-
Shafiya, V11, 180-181, Ibn Khallikin Wafayat, I1, 378-81

107. Lubab, (Cairo: al-Qudsi, 1356-69) 10 - 12, the section on
Sam‘ani’s virtues. Sam‘ani’'s Ansab has been produced in
facsimile by D.S. Margoliouth (Leiden and London: E.J.

Brill and Luzac for Gibb Memorial, 1912); also edited by
“A. al-Rahman al-Mu'‘allimi (Ist ed., 6 vols. to date; Hydera-
bad: Da'irat al-Ma‘arif al- ‘Uthm‘ﬁni’jfa 1382-86/1962-66).
Ibn al-Athir’s abridged editionof the Ansab provides new
notes and corrections, however.-
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" residents, both men and women. ™

Sam‘ani’s faithfulness to his source material was ques-
tioned by Ibn Jawzi and this accusation was nat challenged
until Ibn al-Athir intervened in this Hanbali-Shafi‘i" dispute.
According to Ibn al-Jawzi, who knew Sam‘ani;” Sam‘ani owed
his J>hayl to Shuja‘ al-Dhuhli~(d. 488/1095) and Abu al-Fagl
Ibn Khayrun (d. 507/1113), both inhabitants of Baghdad who
covered the second-half of the fifth century in two incomplete
works, and to Ibn al-Jawzi’s masters, ‘Abd al-Wahhab and
Muhammad Ibn Nagir, who provided Sam‘ani, while attend-
ing “their sessions, with notes for the wafayat of the flI‘St half
of sixth century Baghdad. Out of this material, Sam‘ani com-
posed the Dhayl. *** This accusation is not altogether correct,
though Ibn al-Jawzi did have reasons to suspect Sam‘ani of
committing forgery. They relate to three areas: (1) Sam‘ani’s
incorporation of Hanbali" material without proper acknowled-
gement, (2) his tendency to take sides against the followers
of Ibn lanbal, despite his benefit from Hanbali sources, beca-
use of Sam' ani’s ill-intention (li su maqsadlhl) As a result,
Sam‘ani’s biographies of Ibn Hanbal's followers contained
unfounded charges against deceased Hanbalis, as is shown by
his charge against Ibn Nagir, (3) his failure to present accurate
and precise information because of his inability to grasp its
meaning. To buttress these charges, Ibn ai-Jawzi claimed
that Sam‘ani’s journey to Transoxiana (ma wara' al-nahr) in
pursuit of hadith and, references to Transoxianan authorities,
were fabrications; what he did was meet a Baghdadi” shaykh
near the upper part of the ‘Isa River in Baghdad and later pre-

101. Ibid., fol. 203a; Tarikh Baghdadz fol. 68a, as an example.
102. Munta;am X, 224. Shuja‘ was composing a Dhayl and

Abu al-Fadd had accounts of the deceased wafayat
-103 Ibid., X, 224 — 25,




We do not gather much information from Ansari’'s Mun-
'takhab about Sam‘ani’s historical method, since Angari dro-
- pped from his edition most of Sam‘dni’s references to date
and source material and retained from th. original a few refe-
rences to Sam’ anTs informants. ** That this defect has nothing
to do with Sam’ ani is indicated by the surviving accounts of
Sam‘ani in Bundari’s edition. Of the three works which Bun-
dari abndged references to Sam‘ani’s text in the extant part

to Tarikh Baghdad are numerous. ** Ibn al- Dubaythf"9 is very .
rarely cited. ** Citations by Bundari for Khatnb’s text are

insignificant because of the availability of the original. In
combination, the two abridged editions indicate that Sam‘ani's
original Dhayl had a biographical strueture arranged to cover
in alphabetica! order the wafayat which took place after
Khatib’s death down to 557/1161-62, and was written from
the standpoint of a muhaddith, covering prominent Baghdadi™

97. We have come across a few examples. S'e.e Mukhtar,
fols. 24a-b, 28a, 46b, 63a, 64a, 83a-b, 149hb.

98. Here is a complete reference to Sam‘ani’s text as cited in
Tarikh Baghdad 2: fols. 2a-b, 3a, 6b, 7a-b, 8a-b, 15a, 16a,
20a-b, 24a-b 25a-b, 26a-b, 27a-, 30b, 31a-b, 32a-b, 33b 41b
42a-b, ‘3a-b, “4a-b, 46a-b* 47a-b, 48a, 49a-b, 50a-b, 51a-b,

. 57a-b, 58a-b, 59a-b, 60a-b, 61a, 62a-b, 63b, 64a-b, 65a-b,
66a-b, 67a-b, 68a-b, 69a, 70a-b, 71a-b, 76a, 77a-b, 78a-b,
79a-b, 80a-b, 82a-b, 83b, 84a-b, 85b,: 86a, 87a, 92b, 93a,

'- 95a--b, 96a-b, 97a-b, 104b, 105a, 109a,110a-b, 112a-b 113a-b
~ 114a-b, 115a-b, 116a-b Notice that somz of the headings
are missing. :

99, Jamal al-Din ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Sa‘id (558-637/

1163-1239). ‘On him see F. Rosenthal, “Ibn al-Dubaythi™
EI 2, 111, 750.

100. Mukhtar, fols. 15a-b, 21a, 27b, 28a-b, 29a.
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~ 711/1311) made in 708/1038-9 an abridged edition of the
 Dhayl under the title Mukhtar dhayl Baghdad. Of this edition,
. only the second part of the Mukhtar has survived.* 5till,
.. part of Sam‘ani’s Dhayl has reached us through the seventh/
 thirieenth century historian, Abu lbrahim al-Bundari, who
made in 639/1241-42 an abridged edition of three texts treat-
ing Baghdad, namely, Khatib’s Tarikh Baghdad; its principal
sequel, Sam‘ani’'s Dhayl; and Abu ‘Abd Allah Ibn al-Dubaythi’s
sequel to Sam‘ani, also entitled Dhayl tarikh Baghdad. - All
three authors were Shafi‘i traditionists and historians " This
edition of Bundari” does not include Ibn al-Najjar's Dhayl
tarikh Baghdad, of which only two parts have survived. ™ Ibn
al-Najjar, * a Shafi‘i and Baghdad historian, dealt to a large
extent with biographies of prominent religious figures who
were living in Baghdad during sixth and seventh/twelfth and
thirteenth centuries Baghdad. ™

92. Microfilm copy of Cambridge-Trinity College MS R. 13.
66. According to Makdisi, Leiden has another copy of the
Mukhtar. See Ibn ‘Aqil, p. 34, n. 5. Hereafter, references
to this work will be made as Mukhtar.

93. Bibliotieque National Arabe: 6152. To distinguish this
manuscript from Khatib’s Tarikh Baghdad, hereafter
Bundari’s edition is referred to as Tarikh Baghdad 2. Abu
Ibrahim al-Bundari, who was alive in 639/1241-42, also
made an abridged edition of ‘Imad al-Din’s Nugra.

9*. “Ibn al-Nadjdjar.” drew on numerous sources, an exten-
sive list of which is given by Makdisi, Ibn ‘Aqil, pp. 38-'6.

95. Mubibb al-Din Muhammad b. Mahmud (578-643/1183-
1245). He is the subject of study by C.E. Farah. “Ibn
al-Najjar: a neglected Arabic historian,” JAOS 84 (1964),
pp. 220 30: also “Ibn al-Nadjdjar,” E12, III, 896 - 97,

96. Ibn al-Najjar’'s work is now published by Bashshar
‘Awwad of Baghdad.
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tlr.el-janbal-i; can be taken to account for the lack of biograp-
hical notices on Hanbali scholars but this problem cannot be
dismissed cn this consideration alone because Khatib’s failure
to devote bicgraphies to important contemporary figures sur-
faces in the instance of the Shafi‘i Shirazi too.”

Among the several continuations of the Tarikh Baghd-;d
is the Dhayl tarikh Baghdad of the Shafi‘i traditionist and
histor:an Abu Sa‘d Ibn al-Sam‘ani” Sam‘ani is also the author
of three impor.ant works: the lost Tarikh Marw, a local history
of his own native town; the well-known Kitab al-ansab; and
the Kitab al-tal.lbﬁ' fi al-mu‘jam al-kabir.

-Sam'ani’s original Dhayl ta rikh Baghdad is not extant.
The philologist Muhammad Ibn al-Mukarram al-Ansari (d.

al-Muzaffar, editor of Khatib’s work the Tatfil (Najaf:
al-Maktaba al-Haydariya, 1386/1966), asserts, without
referring to his source, that Ibn al-Jawzi composed a
work entitled al-Sahm al-mugib firadd al-Khatib, where
Ibn al-Jawzi allegedly refuted Khatib’s accusation against
Ibn Hanbal. Ibn Rajab merely mentions a book entitled
al-Sahm_ gl-muib and this is probably the same work.
See Tatfil, p., #; Dhayl, ed. al-Fiqi" (Cairo: al-Muhamm-
adiya 1372 1952-591 417. *

90. Shirazi was a friend of Khatib. See Subki, Tabagat al-
Shafi‘iya, IV, 35-36, 218. °

91. Taj al-Islam Abu Sa‘d ‘Abd al-Karim b. Muhammad b.
“Mansur al-Sam‘ani” (505-562/1112-13-1166-67), a distin-
guished and recognized Shafi‘i traditionist of Khurasan
and a friend of the Syrian Shafi‘i-Ash‘ari- Ibn ‘Asakir.
For details on his background see Ibn Khallikin, Wafayat,

II, 378-81; Subki, '{‘abaqﬁt al-Shafi‘iya, VII, 180-185.
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own renowned city.* Apparently, Khatib's choice for the
biographies was not determined by the date of his subject’s
death, as is thcwn by the entry for Qa’im, whose death hap-
pened three years after the death of Khatib (d. 463/1070-71).%
No tarjama preserved in the Tarikh covers events which took
place after 451/1059. But this does not explain the omission of
biographies of certain distinguished scholars who are known
to have reported hadith and who were known to the author.”
Khatb, a Shafi'l-Ash‘ari, was attacked on doctrinal grounds
by the Shafii Dhahabi and on personal and doctrinal grounds
by the Hanbali'Tbn al-Jawzi. Subkiresisted Dhahabi’s charges
against Khatib on the grounds of Dhahabi’s lack of familiarity
with the doctrine of al-Ash‘ari.* Ibn al-Jawzi (as narrated
by Yaqiit) acknowledges Khatib’s status as muhaddith, but
attacks Khatib out of hatred for theologians, including the
Ash‘aris. The Hanbalis accused Khatib of having sympathy
for the mubtadi‘a, that is, heretics in general, and bitterly
resented his conversion from Hanbalism to Shafi‘ism. Accor-
ding to the Hanbalis, this led Khatib to exclude Ahmad Ibn
Hanbal from the ranks of the fugaha’, placing him instead
among the “masters of the traditionists” and slandering his
Hanbali" followers. In addition, Ibn al-Jawzi' claims that
Khatib took sides with the theologians and the Ash‘aris and
thus negated his qualities as a traditionist because the aim of
the science was to discredit kalam. * Khatib’s conflict with

85. Ibid, cf. Subki, Tabaqat al-Shafi‘iya, IV, 29.

86. Tarikh Baghdad, IX, 399-404.

87. For reference to a leading Hanbali'who was exeluded by
Khatib see Makdisi, Ibn ‘Aqil, p. 33.

88. Tabaqat al-Shafi‘iya, 1V, 33.

89. Irshad, ed. Margoliouth (7 vols, London: Gibb Memorial
1923-3). 1, 249-52. This view of Ibn al-Jawzi, of course,
is contested by Subki 'I;abaqﬁt al-Shafi‘i ya, IV, 32. K.
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im>ortant contribution to the cultural life of Baghdad. * It has
been critically examined by Makdisi and utilized extensively
by Munir al-Din Ahmad for his dissertation on the “Muslim
educational system” preceding the age of the madrasa. ** But
this work does not contribute to Nizam al-Mulk or the mad-
rasa because his author does not mention either one. It is not
easy to account for Khatlb’s failure to treat contemporary
even:s. Khatib’s brief “introduction ta the Tarikh does not
spell out his method. He merely defines the text as a history
of Baghdad designed to cover its construction and its ‘ulama’
lccal celebrities, both native and foreign residents, in accor-
dance with biographical structure based on private and acqui-
red knowledge. ** But Khatib cites no date for the composition
of the text or its completion. We do kncw, howevet, that in
mid Safar 451 he left Baghdad for Damascus and from there
he supplemented the tarjama of the Caliph Qa’im which he
had written in Baghdad. ** But he did not make a public reci-
tation of the Tarikh until 462/1069-70 when he returned to his

81. Tarikh Baghdad or madinat al-salam (14 vols, Cairo:
Maktabat al-khanchi and others, 1349/1931). It is said
that al-Khatib ccmposed more than sixty works most
of which were related to the science of hadlth but it is
the Tarikh Baghdad which accounts for Khatib’s reputa-

tion as a historian. See Subkf, Tabaqat al-Shafi‘iya, IV.
31, 33. :

82. 1Ibn 'Aqll pp. 31-34; Muslim education and the scholars’
- social status up to the 5th century Muslim era (Zurich,

Der Islam, 1968). For Ahmad’s reflection on the Tarikh
Baghdad see ibid., pp. 1-6.

Tarikh Baghdad, I 3.
Ibid., IX, 403.
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Regarding Baghdad, we have a good number of local
histories and local biographical dictionaries. ” These we shall
survey from the standpoint of Nizam a-Muik’s career as seen
by each writer, and we shall examine the relationship between
local histories of Baghdad and other histories examined thus far.

A contemporary source on fifth/eleventh century Bagh-
dad is al-Khatib al- -Baghdadi’s * Tarikh Baghdad, which is an

leam al-Mulk. See Bada’i‘, p. 18. The same. allegation
is to be found in Muhammdd Ibn Ibrahim’s Tarikh-i
Kirman, ed. M.B. Parizi (Tehran: Chap-khana-i Bank-i
Bazargan-yi Iran, 1343/1964), pp. 4-25, which dates to
eleventh/seventeenth century Kirman. This Ibn al-Hab-
bariya had a notorious reputation for changing positions
toward his eulogists and Nizam al-Mulk knew in person
this poet’s attitude. See ‘Imad al-Din, Kharida (‘Iraq),
ed. al-Athari I, 72. Afzal exaggerates the magnitude of
Ibn al-‘Ala’ and the reference to the composition of
Diwans is likely to mean qasidas delivered by the four
poets on the occasion of their visit to Ibn al-‘Ala’. Muha-
mmad Ibn Ibrahiim’s Tarikh was first published by M.
Th. Houtsma, Recueil de textes Relatifs a IHistorie des
Seljoucides (4 vols., Lugduni-Batavorum and Leiden: E.J
Brill, 1886-902), I.

79. Basra, in spite of its reputation as a center of cuitural
florescence, furnishes us with no local history

80. Abu Bakr Ahmad b. ‘Ali'b. Thabit al- Khapb al- Baghdadx
(392-463/1002- -1071), a famous Shafi‘i master of badith
and historian. For his background and works see Makdisi,
Ibn ‘Aqil, (Damas: catholique, 1963) pp. 31-33.
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 bulk of the material contained in the Mahasin was retained,
Ibn Abi al-Riza, by omitting key data, rendered it historically
insigaificant. A concrete example is his omission from the
churter cn the Isfahan Nizamiya of the phrase fugaha" al-
Shaf.‘iya to whom, according to Mafarrukhi, Nizam al-Mulk
dedicated the leamlya b -

The region of Kirman arises in this survey of local sources
because cf its autonomous Saljuq line. Its founder, Qawurt
‘disputed with Alp-Arslan and Malik-Shah over his right to
claim the main sultanate and later on was killed by orders
from Nizam zl-Mulk and Malik-Shah. " But despite the poli-
t.cal imp’ication, the Kirman school of historiography did not
leave any material worth analyzing. ™

76. Mabasin, p. 104; cf. Tarjama-i Mahasin, p. 142. Ibn Abi
al-Riza did add new, but irrelevant, information.

77. Qawurt’s Saljuq line managed to retain, to a certain
degree, their territorial integrity until the disruption of
a new invasion. _

78. Afzal al-Din Abu Hamid Abmad-i Kirmani, a munshi
and boon - companion of Sultan Arslan- Shah II (d.
572/1 176-77) composed Tankh-1 Afzal or Badai* al-azmian
fi waqa“i® Kirmian, ed. M. Bayani (Tehran: Chap-khanali
Danish-gah. 1326). In the reference known to us, Afzal
chose to disparage Nizam al-Mulk by comparmg him
with Turan-Shah's vizier, Mukarram Ibn al-fAla’, a late
contemporary of Nizam al-Mulk. For the sake of stress-
ing the virtue of Ibn al- ‘Ala’, Afza] says that books and
Diwans that were composed on ‘his behalf (he names
four poets) testify to his noble character and generosity.
Here Afzal cites a verse from a qasida composed by
‘Abbasi, that is, Ibn al- Habbariya, about Ibn al-‘Ala”s
generosity, the aim of which, he asserts, was to discredit
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‘Abd al-Ghafir. ® Mafarrukhi’s passage on Nizam al-Mulk
focuses on his contribution to Isfahan and his sound rule,
noting his reorganization of local fiscal policy and his alloca-
tion of stipends, subsidies and estates to knowledge-seekers.
Here Mafarrukhi says that not a single knowledge seceker
(tahb‘llm) failed to receive his share.”? But this claim is an
obvious exaggeration prompted by loyalty to Nizam al-Mulk’s

son Fakhr al-Mulk. ™ Prior to the Saljugs, Isfahan was a
Buwayhi center ruled by the iine of of Fakhr al-Dawla. Alth-
ough the Saljugs, as shown by the exampleof Mafarrukhi and
others, won the loyaliy of Buwayhi secretaries, this process
was iimited, and it was Nizam al-Mulk who labelled them as
heretics. ™ 1t is not clear whether Mafarriikhi’s writing was
influenced by religious considerations. In the one instance,
he notes that his'madhhab affilitation, which is not identified,
had no bearing on what he wrote.” This probably is not true of
Mafarrukhi’s political loyalty.

In 729/1328-29, a certain native of Awa Ibn Abl al- Riza
Husgayn al-‘Alawi, translated Mafarrukhi’s Mahasin into
Persian giving it the title Tarjama-i Mahasin Isfahan ® The

70. Siyasat-nama, “ed. Darke (Tehran Bank-i Melli, 1962)
p. 122; Siyagq, fols. 16a-b.

71. Mahasin, pp. 103-05.

72. Ibld p. 103. Notice that he calls leam al-Mulk “maw-
lana” without complete citation.

73." Siyasat-nama, p. 203.

74. Mapﬁsin, p. 28.

75....Ed. A. Igbal (Tehran: Siham-yl Chap , 1328). It was
first made known by Browne through his articles

“Account of a rare manuscript History of Isfahan,
“JRAS (1901), pp. 411-46, 661-89,




Mafarrukhi” does not say when he composed the MaI}é—sin,
although his accounts of Alp-Arsfan, Nizam al-Mulk and
Malik-Shah indicate that he completed it sometime during
Malik-Shah’s sultanate.*® Nor does Mafarrukhi reveal his
relationship to Fakhr al-Mulk, who emerges frcm the Mahasin
as its dominant figure in fifth/eleventh century Isfahan.®
However, the passage on Fakhr al-Mulk, indicates that he
was Mafarrukhi's patron and that he employed him as a secre-
tary when he, Fakhr al-Mulk, served as vizier of Isfahan.
Despite its literary purpose, the Mahasin does contain valu-
able information on the character of three contemporary
Saljuq sultans and Nizam al-Mulk. In this respect Mafarru-
khi’'s remarks, which are based on his cwn observations and
on information provided by relatives and “reliable informants”
(thiiqit), are accurate since they can be corroborated frem
contemporary sources.* For instance, Mafarrukhi notes on
Alp--Arslan’s tendency to inflict the death penalty and other
punishment upon cffenders and says that he applied such
measures against local officials, when the people of Isfahan
complained about their fiscal policy.® Alp-Arslan’s coercive
character is noted in other contexts by Nizim al-Mulk and

66. Ibid., pp. 101-105.

67. Ibid., pp. 62-63, 67, 69, 79-80, 105-06, 109-23. Most of
these references involve poetry. Mafarrukhi’ describes
himself as the khadim of Fakhr al-Dawla and refers to
Fakhr as mawlana wali al-ni‘am: “our master, the bene-
factor.” See ibid., pp. 2, 114.

68. Mahasin, pp. 3, 12, 27, 45, 46, 90-91, 99, 100. Mafarrukhi's
benefit from precediag local history of Isfahan is margi-
nal. See ibid, pp. 4-5, 7, 16, 27, 92,

69. Mahasin, p. 102.
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reporters, but Abu Nu‘aym’s coverage stopswith the wafay;t
of 419/1028. *

Mafarrukhi wrote during Malik-Shah’s sultanate his
Kitab malasin Igfahéi'n, perhaps for Fakhr al-Mulk, Nizam al-
Mulk’s eldest son, so that it might be used as a treatise (risala)
on the virtues of Isfahan. ** Accordingly there is no attention
to dates and reports inherent in historical texts. *® For instance,

63. Ed. S. Dedering (2 vols, Ieiden: E.J. Brill, 1931-34) Abu
Nufaym is also the author of Hulyat al-awliya wa tabaqat
al-agfiya’ (10 vols, Cairo: Maktabat al-Khanchi and
Matba‘at al-Sa‘ada, 1351-57/1923-38). This biographical
dictionary of $ufi'shaykhs was abridged by Ibn al-Jawzi~
under the title Sifat al-safwa (1st ed. 4 vols., Hyderabad:
Da’irat al-Ma‘arif al-‘Uthmaniya, 1355-56/1936-37). For
a biography of Abti Nu‘aym see Subki; Tabaqat al-Shafi®
iva, IV, 18 - 25. ) ' ,

64. (Tehran: Matba‘at Majlis, 132131933), along with Risalat
al-irghad fi ahwal al-Sahib al-Kafi" IsmaSl Ibn ‘Abbad by
Abll al-Qasim Ahmad al-Isfahéni. Al-Mufaddal b, Sa‘'d
b. al-Husayn al-Mafarnikhi; a descendantof Mafarriikh
Ibn Bakht - yar, his grandfather on the father's side.
One of his masters(s.g., shaykh) was Abu al-Fagl Sa‘d
Ibn al-Husayn, but Mafarritkh does not say whether this
Sa‘d was his own father. Members of this family served
as secretaries under the Buwayhids and one of them was
elim'nated by the vizier Ibn ‘Abbad. See Mabasin pp.
14, 20, 25-27, 33, 62, 92, 99. In order to know more about
members of this family, we need to wait until we have
a complete edition of ‘Imad al-Din’s Kharidat al-qasr.

65. - Mahasin, pp. 3, 107. For a few exceptions see ibid., PPp.
84, 107.
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faza'ih al-Rawafiz® ‘Abd al-Jalil Qazw—mfwrote the Naqg
from the standpoint of a Rafizi (i.e., Shi‘-Imami) and designed
it as a source for defending followers of that madhhab from
the accusation put forward by an unknown mujabbir (Sunni)
convert from Shi‘ism that the RafIZIS were the backbone of
the Batini® (mu1h1dan) movement * This Naqg casts new light
on Nizam al-Mulk’s attitude toward the local Shi‘i"’community
of Rayy and the content of the Nagz has been studied in detail
by J. Calmard.”

Isfahan served as a central capital for Sultans Alp-Arslan
and Malik-Shah, and it was from here that leam al-Mulk
had conducted the affairs of the ‘Abbasi’ cahphate Historio-
graphically it was linked to the Baghdadi~school of literature.
In spite of its political importance, Isfahan failed to produce
its own local sources like those of Nishapur or Baghdad. What
is left for us are works by two Isfahanis, Abu Nu‘aym and
Maffarrukhi, dating to the beginning and the heyday of the
Great Saljugs.

Abu Nu‘aym (d. 43/ 1038-39), a famous Shafi Suf1 com-
posed a.local history entitled Kitab dhikr akhbar Isbahan,
which contains biographical notices on those ‘ulama’ whose
prime interests were the science of hadith, as transmitters and

60. Ed. Muhaddis Tehran : Chap- -khana-i Sipihr, 1371/1951),
with a separate introduction unseen as yet by us. Nagir
al-Din Abt al-Rashid ‘Abd al-Jalil b. Abi al-Husayn al-

Qazwini al-Razi composed the Naqz around 560/1164/
-65.

61. Nagg pp. 1, 4, 10—11, 84—102.

62. “Le Chisme Imamite en Iran a I'epoque Seldjoukide
d’apres le kitab al-Naqd,”Le Monde Iranien et I'Islam
(Genktve and Paris: Librairie Droz, 1971), pp. 46-66.
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suppress it, but eventually fell victim to Bu Tahir-i Arrani.?”’
It is evident from differences in terminology that the referen-
ces to Hasan’s movement were not written by the author of
the passage on Fakhr al-Islam, i.e, Ibn Isfandiyar.® Though
Ibn Isfandiyar is not sympathetic to Hasan or his movement,
there is not enough evidence to generalize abcut his attitude
toward Niggm al-Mulk and we should suspend judgement
until further information comes to light. *°

. We do not have a local history for Rayy, an important
Shi i Mu‘tazilicenter, What we do have is a heresiographical
work by a sixth/twelfth century native ‘Abd al-Jalil Qazwini~
ent tled Kitabal-nagz or Bdz™ masalib al-Nawasib finaqz ba‘z

57. 1bid., II, 28-29.

58. Igbal, as already stated by Qazwini, has reason to believe
that the passage belongs to Juwayni’s Tarikh-i Jahan
gusha and was added by unknown hands to substitute
for Ibn Isfandiyar’s lost passage: See ibid., II, 27, n 3.
Part 2 contains a good number of such passages extrac-
ted from accessible sources. See ibid., II, 2, n.1.

99. Other features of the text are: (1) lack of consistent
references to dates and (2) lack of direct quotations
from his sources, giving room for his own comments.
Nor does he hesitate to leave out accounts when he
thinks that they are useless. See ibid., 1, 83, 85, 11, 58,
61. Another native, Zahir al-Din Mar‘ashi (d. after
894/1489) added to Ibn Isfandiyar’s Tarikh a local history
entitled Tarikh-i Tabaristan wa Ruyan wa Mazandaran,
ed. ‘A. Shayan (Tehran: Chap-khana-i Firdawsi, 1333/
1955). Another edition is by MH. Tasbihi~ (Tehran:
Chap-khana-i Khurrami, 1345/1966). But this source
contributes nothing to our knowledge of the Saljugs.




Great Saljugs were lost and wore replaced by new accounts.®
The surviving accounts ave wnot altogether Ibn Isfandiyar's
“own. One example is bis passage on a Ruyani native Fakhr
al-Islam Abu al-Mahasin ‘Abd al-Wahid (d. _502/1108), for
whom Nizém al-Mulk founded a madrasa in Amui and who
was later “assassinated ™ Hele Ibn Isfandivar describes Fakhr
al-Islam as a martyr Shafi‘l im3m and attributes the killing
to the mdlalyda, i.e., the i ‘Sagms, who were reacting to a fatwa
which he issued making permissible the capture of the child-
ren of the malahida. Ibn Isfandiyar adds that he had seen the
scene of the killing and ihe knife causing it. *° But the passage
on Nizam al-Mulk’s endeavour t¢ wipe out the newly born
movement of Hasgan al-§abbal is not Ibn Iisfandiyai’s own
narration. ** This passage is favorable {o Nmam al-Mulk and
hostile to Hasan. Hasan’s followers are referred to as ba;mlyan
and Alamut, the stronghold of | i asan’s fedayeen, as qa fida-i
fida’iyan. Ibn isfandivar @ontﬂudv that Nigdm al-Mulk, by his
sharp sightedness and vigorons \,ndedwur saw the danger
inherent };’iasan"s movement snd took military measures to
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a3. See the remarks by Igbal in ibid, I, ¥ . It should be
pointed out that the Bawardi Husam al-Dawla Sharayar
Ibn (’iaam (460/1073-74) was a contemporary of Malik-
C;hah Nizam al-Mulk’s son-in-law  Abu Muslim was
ra’is of Rayy, whereas ihe localities which were to be
conirolled by Hasan al-Sabbah were held by Sharaf-Shah
al-Ja'fari. See Ibn al-Athir, Kamil, {Cairo: al-Muniriya,
1348/1929 - 39 Vii QLoi. -

4. Tarilth-i z‘-abm'iaz;ﬁ, ¥, 123.

5. 1Ibid., 1, 123. AL Sa'd Ibhn al-Sam‘anialso held the
mdlahlda vesponsibie for the act. See lbn Khallikan,
Wafa'yat 11, 370.

56. Tarikh-i ﬁabzrmmu i1, 28-28, cf. ibid., H, 32.
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and Iqhai noted that unknown hands added new material to
the text and carried the narration to a date untouched by Ibn
igfandiyar. **

It is not easy to reconstruct through Ibn Isfandxyar the
nature of Yazdddi’s* lost work the ‘Uqad. Ibn Isfandiyar’s
actual references to the ‘Ugad are limited to a few instances®
And these instances allow us to say that the ‘Uqad has relava-
nce for events which took place prior to the Saljugs and was
composed during the reign of Qabiis Ibn Washmgir. Ibn
Isfandiyar also utilized familiar Saljuq sources, namely, Bak-
harzi's Dumya and Nizam al-Mulk’s Siyasat-nama but his
reliance on them is rare.** These sources, and others, which
we have not mentioned, do not account for Ibn Isfandiyar’s
information on the Saljugs, especially on Nizam al-Mulk about,__
whom he had very little to say, despite the advantage which
he enjoys as an inhabitant of Amul with access to local tradi-
tions. °* This may be because the portions relating to the
£, ‘Lsterary, I, 480, Tarikh-i 'I:abarxstan I, ‘

4%,  Abu al-Haspan ‘Al b. Mubammad al-Yazdadi]"a native
of Tabaristan on whom we have a single reference by
Ibn Isfandiyar which states that Yazdadi’s works are so
well-known that they need not to be cited. See ibid.,
I, 125,

5¢.  Ibid., I, 77, 79, 80-81, 83, 142-46. Other suspected passa-
ges are to be found in ibid., I, 199-200 212-19, 238-44. But
do not confuse references which say : “I heard” with
Yazdadis. Such references are meant to refer to the
author, See ibid., I, 47, 48, 51, 55, 101, 108" 251.

5i. Bee ibid., 125, 128 29, 137; for 1eference to the Siyasat-
TEMa *:ee ibid., I, 141, 147,

5%z.  This includes a group of sources composed by local nati-
ves, references to poets and literary and historical sou-
rces, See ibid,, §, 60, 82, 85, 94, 98, 101, 139 142 192
188, 225, 245, Ii, 86, 93.
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h'story of the local dynasties which ruled over Tabaristan and
its districts from ancient times to_the reign of Ibn Isfandiar’s

patron, Husam al-Dawla Ardashir Ibn BPasan (567-601/ 1171-
72-1204-05), a distinguished ruler of the Bawand house of Tab-
aristan, and Husam’s “successors.,” In this work he discusses
the merits of Tabaristan and its local celebrities and shows the
relationship of local principalities to neighboring dynasties.
In 6€6/1209 - 10, 1bn Isfandiyar completed his first draft of the
Tarikh, which included a translation of a lost Arabic work, by
Abu al-Hasan al-Yazdadi entitled ‘Uqad (al-) sihr wa qala id
(al ) durar p-us Ibn Isfandiyar’'s notes on the virtues of Ardas-
hir and his “predecessors and successors.”** Five years later,
he added his own Persian edition of Ibn al-Muqaffa“”s Arabic
translation of the epistle of Tansar.*® It is not certain, however,
in which year Ibn Isfandiyar finished his work, and we have
no complete and faithful copy of the original source. * Browne

(Leiden and London: Gibb Memarial, 1905); XI-XII.
These references were reproduced by E. Yar-Shater,
“Ibn-i Isfandiyar,” EI 2, III, 810.

44. Ed. 'A. Igbal (2 parts in 1 vol, Tehran: Chap-khana-'i

Majlis; n. d.)
45. Tarikh-i Tabarlstan 1,4 5 (lmes 7-9).
46.  Ibid,, I, 7.

47. In the mtroduct:on Ibn Isfandiyar states that his history
- covers the successors (akhlaf) of Ardashir too. He also
dates his time to 613/'216 - 17, but we also know that

the second Bawand dynasty ended in 606/1209-10 with

the murder of Ardashir’s son Rustam. Igbal takes 606 as

the year in which Ibn Isfandiyar concluded his narration

of the Tarikh and613 as a date for its compostion, See
ibid., I, }-, 1, 5, 7, 82.
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affairs in Harat.

The province of Tabaristau is important because it served
as a base for Hasan al-Sabbal, who led fvow Alamut an anti-
Saljuq movement which toward the end of Nizam al-Mulk’s
vizierate disrupted Saljud political stability. But for a variety
of reasons, the sources covering Tabaristam shed no light on
this important issue. This is true, for example, of Ibn Isfan-
diyar’s Tarikh-i Tabaristan.

Abu al-Qasim Hamza al-Sahmi™ {d. 427-28/1036-37), a
Shafi‘i traditionist, composed a local hiographicai history on
the ‘ulama’ of jurjan, a district of Taharistan with the title
‘Yarikh jurjan or Kitab ma'rifat ‘ulama’ ahi Jurjan, * But this
Tarikh ends with the entry of the Saljugs, and it is not known
whether any Jurjani wrete a dbayl to Hameza's Tarikh.”

Ibn Isfandiyar® designed the Taiikh-i Tabaristan* as a

40. Such as a delegation of Haraw! ‘ulama’ headed by $aid
Ibn Sayyar, who, for unkuown reasons, paid Alp-Arsidn
a special visit 1a 464/1071-72, see .‘i;}ar‘i’fi’“ni‘; Muntakhab,
fol. 40b,

41. Ed. AR. al-Yaman? {ist. 24, Hyderabad: Dafrat al-Ma'
arif al-‘Uthmaniya, §368/1950). The title may have
been designed by the editor, For information on this
text and its author Hamza see the editer's introduction
to Tarikh Jurjan, pp.

42. 1Ibid,, p. 4.

43. Baha’al-Din Muhammad b. Hasan b. Isfandiyar whose
yvears of birth and death are not known. For detail 2.
Ibn Isfandiyar and his Tarikh see Browne, Literary
(cambridge : University press, 1951 - 53) Ii, 479-80; also
Browne, An Abridged Translation of the History of
Tabaristan by Muhammad b. al-Hasan b. Isfandiyar
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composed his local history in 897/1422 and who utilized Famf’
to an unknown extent.® With the exception of the notice in
Dhahabi, these surviving accounts from the lost Tarikh do not
concern leam al-Mulk’s relationship to Harat. They merely
chow that Fami wrote the history to cover religious and poli-
.ical figures of Harat beginning with a date prior to the Tahlrlds
a1d brcught it up his own generation. In so doing, he may have
followed Hakim or ‘Abd al-Ghafir. Fami'is regarded as a
reliable transmitter by Dhahabi and Subki, two Shafi‘i but
rival historians because of Subkl's support of Ash‘arism and
by Ibn al-Sam‘@hi:® Nevertheless, the Tarikh Harat has been
stigmatized by Dhahabi as “a little history” (Tarikh saghit)
and Subki does not dispute his teacher’s remark.? In this
centext, it is not possible to verify incomplete reports which
have come down to us through other local sources on Saljuq

37. Rawzat al-jannat fi awsaf madihat Harat, ed. M.K. Iman
(2 vols Tehran : Chap khana-'i Danish-gah, 1338/1919-
20), 1, 42, 252. Isfizari probably had direct access to
Fami and utilized for his section on the Saljugs also
Hamd Allah’s ‘Aja*ib al-makhlugat and other un- -specified
works. But the information he cities is not original.

38. Tadhkirat al-huffa z, 1V, 1309; Tabaqat al-Snhafi‘iya, VII,
150.

39. Sce reference in n. 38. In addition to Fami and Isfizari,”
Sayf b. Muhammad b. Ya‘qub ccmposed on behalf of his
patron Ghiyath al-Din  Kurt a local history entitled

Tarikh nama-i Harat, ed. M.7. Sidd{qi” (Calcutta : Bap-
tist Mission Press, 1326/1944) But this work deals
with seventh and the first quarter of the eighth centur-
ies Harat. YFor detail sce Siddiﬁfs notes, ibid., pp. 9,
11, 15. ’
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wed Shafi‘irite.®? there is hardly any mention of Sh'afi‘niljanafi“
squabbles.

Harat, in the person of the Hanbalf' AnsarT was second to

. Baghdad in mOuntmg Hanbali” opposition to Nizam al-Mulk’s

followers, the Shafi‘-Ash‘aris, and was the site for a Nizamiya
madrasa. Although native Haraw!$ composed local works on
Harat, the surviving histories of this city do not cast light on the
nature of the opposition or of the madrasa. This gap may be
bridged somewhat by depending on Shafi‘i and Hanbali books
of tabaqat Subkfi, fcr example, cites a lost contemporary Arabic
work the Tarikh Harat, composed by the Shafi‘i"traditionist
Abl Nagr al-Fami.* Subki quotes from this local history in
the biographies of three prominent figures who had connec-
tion with the city, namely, Abli al-Eadl al-Jarudi (d. 413/
1022-23), Sultan Mabmud (d. 421-22/1030-31), and the 3udge
Abu ‘Amir al-Azdi (d. 487/1094). ® So does Dhahabi in hts
notlce on Ansari.*® We do not receive much help from Mu‘in
al-Din Isfiz3ri; a HarawT historian of the Timurid period who

32. Ibid,, p. 180.

33. However see Tarikh-i Bayhaq, pp. 467 - 68, for a rare
report. For a different assessment of Ibn Funduq’s Tarikh
see D.M. Dunlop, “al-Bayhaqi, Zahir al-Din,” EI 2, I,
1131 - 32, who asserts that the Tarikh-i Bayhaq has hardly
any ongmal material.

34. Thiqat al-Din Abu Nasr (Nagr) ‘Abd al-Raljman b. ‘Abd
al-Jabbar al-Haraw{ al-Fami (472 - 546/1079 - 80 - 1151-
52), the traditionist of Harat. For details on his back-
ground see Dhahabi, Tadhkirat al-huffaz, (Hyderabad:
al-* UEmamya 1375 - 77/1955 - 58) 1v, 1309 ; Subki’
Tabaqat al-Shafi‘iya, VII, 150 - 51,

35. Ibid, IV, 116, V, 319 - 20, 324, 328.

36. Tadhkirat al-huffaz, III, 1184.




al-Mu'k’s father and grandfathers, which reflects favorably
on the vizier's character and conduct.

In addition to family traditions, Ibn Funduq drew for the
comzosition of the Tarikh-i Bayhaq on a good number of con-
temproray Arabic sources, largely on Khuwarf's mcomp ete
work on Bayhaq and Bakharzi’s Dumya and ‘Abd al-Ghafic's
Siyaq, both of which are accessible to us.® Of the lost sources,
Ibn Funduq knew Abu ‘Amir al-Jurjani’s Qala’id al-sharaf, a
worx containing poets’ tributes to Nizam al-Mulk, Hakim’s
Tarikh Nisabir and Abi Hafs ‘Umar al—Mutgawwx ‘¥s al-Mudh-
hab fl"a’immat al-madhhab?® What we can gain from these
three sources is limited to a few extracts from Abii Hafg’
M :dhhab on the nature of the local madrasa, Reference in
general texts to the Mudhhab is very rare, a source designed
to cover Shafi‘T ‘ulama’ who were overlooked by earlier
authors. Subki‘also knew the Mudhhab, but his references {o
it are also rare. At any rate, these sources did not decisively
influence Ibn Funduq’s Tarikh - i Bayhaq since his intention
was to depend on his private notes. At times, Ibn Fundugq cites
letters and documents, even though he warns that the Tarikh-i
Bayhaq is not designed to inciude letters.® It should be noted
that Ibn Funduq’s writing was not influenced by madhhab
considerations. Though it is known that his grandfather follo-

27. Ibid, pp. 125, 161 358, 435 - 36.
28. For reference to the Dumya see ibid, pp. 235, 308, 340,
345, 365, 383 - 86, 395; for the Siyaq see ibid., p. 184,

29. For reference to Qalﬁ’id see ibid., p. 395; Hakim’s worl
see, as an example, ibid,, p. 262; for the Mudhhab see ibid.,
pp. 274, 297 - 98.

30. As indicated by the meaning of the title.

31. Tarikh-i Bayhagq, pp. 176 - 77, 197 - 98, 298, 315, 337 - 38.




shed it in 563/1167-68, more than thirty years after the com-
pletion of his lost Masharib al-tajarib and the Wishdh al-
dumya, a sequel to Bukharzl's Dumyat al-qagr.” In this text,
Ibn Funduq dealt with distinguished Rayhaql houses (Khana
dan) and traced the pedigrees of their ancestors, both those
who were born in and migrated to Bayhaq from its surround-
ing districts. within each family, Ibn Funduq singled out
distinguished members, especially the Bayhagis of his own
generation, naming their positions and marriage ties.”® In this
respect the Tarikh-i Bayhaq could be characterized as a semi-
biographical work of local but prominent Bayhagi” families
paying little attention to the hadith activities covered by taba-
qat works. ) *

But the Tarikh - i Bayhaq contains little information even
though Ibn Fundug claims that his history of Bayhaq is more
comprehensive than the history compaosed on Nishapur.®

This Tarikh-i Bayhaq includes a section on the house of
Nizam al-Mulk Hasan, his father Abu al-Hasan ‘Ali and the
pedigrees of their descendants.” Nevertheless. I1bn Fundugq
records very little about Nizdm al-Mulk’s contribution to
Bayhaq, except for his order to restore the walls of Bayhaqg
and his patronage of the imams and few Bayhaq chiefs. Other-
wise Ibn Fundug was content to record information orxNigﬁm

22. Tarikh-i Bayhaq, p. 512.

23. Ibn Fundug’s account of a given family is also replete
with Arabic and Persian poems.

24. It is not clear who originated this historical genre, which
appears not to have been followed by contemporary
historians. | _

25. See above n. 21, Ibn Fundug probably means Hakim's
Tarikh Nisabiir, | -

26. Tarikh-i Bayhag, pp. 91, 125-42, 161, 193, 338, 375, 435-36.
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in the madhhad between the Shafi‘is and the Hanafis (al-fari”
q:yn).” (2) the madrasa: the origin and character of the Shafi‘'l"
and Hanafl madrasas and the structure of the Nizamiya of
leam al-Mulk .

The Siyaq has been utilized by many authors, notably by
the Shafi‘l~Ash‘aris 1bn ‘Asakir _(who maintained a personal
correspondence with ‘Abd al-Ghafir), Subki, Sam®%ini and the
Hanaﬂ' Ibn Abi al-Wafa’,

Throughout ngamal -Mulk’s vizierates, Bayhaq, a city
tiad politically to the provincial capital of Nishapur, generated
no opposition to Nizam al-Mulk’s religious policy. Accordingly,
the surviving local literature on Bayhaq casts Nizam al-Mulk’s
house in a favorable light. Of the two works known to have
been composad on Bayhaq, only Ibn Funduq al-Bayhaqrs
‘Tarixh-i Bayhaq has survived. The contemporary ‘Al Ibn Abi-
Salih al Khuwari; a Bayhaqf imam, preceded Ibn Funduq in
compces:ng in Arabic a history of Bayhaq, but his death, which
occurred some time after 517/1123 - 24 prevented ‘All from
completing the text.”

Ibn Funduq wrote the Tarikh-i Bayftaq in Persian and fini-

19. Siyaq, fol. 15b (line 10).

20. Sece respectively Tabyin, (Dimashq: al-Tawfiq, 1347) pp.
257-58 Tabaqat al-Shafi‘iya, V, 305-06; for Sam‘dni” see
Mubammad al-Ansari, Mukhtar dhay! Baghdad, fols.
177a-78a Jawahir (" vols Hyderabad: al-‘Uthmaniya,

1332/1914) 1, 105-06. for complete reference to the Muk-
htar see below, p. 35, n. 92.

21. Tarikh-i Bayhaq, ed. Q. Husaini (Hyderabad: Da®irat
al-Ma‘arifal-‘Uthmaniya, 1968), p. 33; also ibid., ed. A.
Bahmanyar (2nd ed, Tehran: Chap-Khanaw-i Islamiya,
n. d.), p. 21. Hereafter, references will be made to Hus-
aini’s edition.
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which depends on nature of the offense. It would be
helpful in this context to have the view of ‘Abd al-Gh&fir
on Nizam al-Mulk, who although he falls within ‘Abd al-
Ghafir’s original plan for the selection of his biographical
notices, is not included in the surviving Siyaq.”> We 0 have
nctices on Kunduri and Shihab al-Islam ‘Abd al- Razz;.q, the
son of Nizam al-Mulk’s brother, the fagih Abu al- -Qasim ‘Abd
Allah."® A short and insignificant biography of Nizam al-Mulk
appears in SacfinP’s Muntakhab, whose section on “al-Hasgan”
: corresponds otherwise to this section of the Siyaq.” The
nolice in the Muntakhab is confined to Nizam al-Mulk’s par-
ticipation in the transmission of hadmn Whatever the reasen
for the omission of a biography in the Siyag may have been,
‘Abd al-Ghafir did include information on leam al-Mulk in
passages throughout the Siydq which cast the vizier in a
favorable light.™

We can specify two areas where the information of the
Siyaq 1s indispensable: (1) Niz&m al-Mulk’s policy toward
Shifi‘is and HanafiS. In this respe(t some of ‘Abd al-GHafir's
key terms are useful such as the issue of intolerance (ta‘assub)

14. For illustration see his biographical notices on the
Shafi‘is Abu Hamid al-Ghazali and Abif al- Hasan Ahmad
al-Shuja‘i; where he remarked on the nature of their
offenses. Compare them with his notices on the Han-
bali” Ansari" and the Hanafi" Abu Nasr Ahmad Ibn $3‘id,
Siyaq, fol. 33b; Sarlfmi" Muntakhab fols. 26a-b, 33ab
34a.

15. See Siyaq, fols. 6b-8a. The text does contain entries in
the tabaqa of “al-Hasan”, Nizém al-Mulk’s first name.

16. Ibid., fols. 88a-b; Sarifini; Muntakhab fol. 104a.

17. Ibid., fol. 54b; cf. Slyaq, fols. 6b-8a.

18. See 1b1d fols. 48b, 49a, 68b; Sdnfmi‘ Muntakhab, fols.
15a, 33a-b.
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jugs. The same holds true when we use Sarifinl" as a replace-
ment for the lost part of the Siydq, as for example, the notice
- on Nizam al-Mulk. Moreover, in dealing with sensitive reli-
gious ‘even's, Abd al-Ghafir had the tendency to withhold
valuable information from his readers. Although he was a
devoted Shafi” he wanted to avoid quarrels with ShafiT"Ash*-
arfs, and believed that the informationhe was withholding was
dispensible.”? This being said, ‘Abd al-Ghafir prcbably is one
of the most reliable Shafi*i historians. Despite his family ties
with the (ushayris, a strong but committed Ash%ri family,
‘Abd akG‘l‘féfir is free from the Ash‘ary:lanbali" bias inherent
in 1bn Asakir, Ibn al- Jawzi and Subki. '

‘Abd al-Ghafir's biographies contain

information based on the merits of the dkceased and their
re'igio-cultural achievements, directing whe-n nencessary,
criticism against Shafi‘i§ ~and  non-Shafi‘'is, the level of

10. Tagqiy al-Din Abii Ishdq Ibrahim b. Muhammad al-Sarifini
(581-2-641/1185-6-1243-4), a Hanbali traditionist born in
Sarifin, a village north of Baghdad, but spent most of his
life in Manbuj and Halab where he was put in charge
of dar al-hadith. He also travelled widely in Khurasan.
Ibn Rajab devotes a notice to Sarifini, indicating Han-
balfl” affiliation. Sarifini also epitomized ‘Abd al-Ghafir’s
Siyaq, but this fact is not noted by his biographers and
Frye is completely silent about it. For further informa-
tion on Sarifini” see Dhayl, II, 227-30; Muntakhab, fol,
2 : The Histories of Nishapur (the introduction), 10, 16;
als Ibn alfIm‘é.d, Shadharat. (Cairo: al-Qudsi, 1931 - 32)
V, 209 - 10.

11. Muntakhab, foll 54b,
12. See Siyaq, fol. 87a.

13. Each wrote from the standpoint of his own madhhab. .
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‘ulama’ who lived between 330/941 - 42 and the turn of the
fifth/eleventh century. Here ‘Abd al-Ghafir utilized the acco-
unts of Hakim's Tarikh Nisabiir, which he supplemented with
his own notes. The second and the third are related to the
generation of ‘Abd al-Ghafir's masters.and his own, beginning
with the first dec?le of the fifth/eleventh century Nishapur
down to the wafayt of 518/1124, the year in which he completed
the Siyaq.® It is there that ‘Abd al-Ghafir relied heavily upon
his owm experiences, drawing also on the notes of Abu Salily’s.
Of these three tabaqat, Nizam al-Mulk belonged to the third
tabaqa. )

‘Abd al-Ghafir's selection of data for the composition of
the Siydq was heavily influenced by his back-ground as hadith
disciple. This is also reflected in his reliance on the notes of
Abu Salih, and Hakim, both leading hadith masters. Although
‘Abd al-Ghiafir did utilize Balkharzls Dumya and Abii Nasr
al‘UtbPs Tarikh al-Yamini, his dependence on these two works
is marginal. Since ‘Abd al-Ghifir as a biographer was interes-
ted primarily in his subjects’ hearing and narration of hadith,
a sizable portion of his information is useless for historians
interested in Nishapur's political history under the Great Sal-

9. Cf.ibid., fol. 14°b, who says that ‘Abd al-GHafir completed
the §Siyaq toward the end of Dhii al-Qa'da 510/1117 but
this date cited by Sarifinf is an error. H. Ritter noticed
th error in the instance involving the wafat of Hasan
Ibn Mubammad al-Sabunf; see “Arabische Handsch-
riften in Anatolien und Istanbul,” Oriens, III (1950),
75 — 76. ‘Abd al-Ghafir completed the Siyaq some time
in Jafar 518/March 1124, as is shown by the wafat of al-
Abiwardl@. 6 Safar 518). Ibn Khallikan, who consulted
the Siyaq, was aware of this date, but instead of Safar,
he gives Dhii al-Qa‘da 518 as the date for its gompletion
See Siyaq fols, 75b-76; Wafayat, (Cairo : Maktabat al-
Nahda, 1949) II, 392, -
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ing the Siyaq, which he designed as a dhayl (i.e. Siyaq) to the
Tarikh Nisabtir. But the value of the Siyaq. as compared with
the lost Tarikh, is considerable. Though the first part of the
original Siyaq has been lost, a complete epitome of the Siyaq,
entitied al-Muntakhab min siyaq tarikh Nisablir, was made by
Ibrahvm al-Sarifini; who preserved a brief summary of the bio-
graphies contained in the original Siyaq.

‘Abd al-Ghafir depended on his private notes and observa-
tions for the composition of the Siyaq, but for major part he
also benefitted from the notes and collections (musawadat wa
majmirit) of the Shafif traditionist Abu Salih, a close friend
of ‘Abd al-Ghafir's family, the Farisis.” ‘Abd al-Ghafir also had
access to Hakim's Tarikh Nisabur.® ‘Abd al-Ghafir arranged
his biographical notices in alphabetical order which consist of
three tabaqat (generations). The biographices are of the ‘ulama’
who were born and lived in Nishapur, as well as those ‘ulam¥
who, though not originally from Nishapur, either resided in or
visited this cultural center. He also devoted notices to local
notables and functionaries who served as Saljuq officials. The
first tabaqa deals with the generation of Hakim, covering those

(d. 465/1072 -73) and devoted Shafi" traditionist. For
biographical accounts of ‘Abd al-Ghafir see Subk{, :I‘abaq&t
al-Shaffiya, VII, '71 — 73; SarifinT, Muntakhab min siyay
tarikh Nisabur, The Histories of Nishapur, ed. Frye (the
third text in Arabic order), fols. 145a - b. On the location
of the Siyaq see ibid. (the second text in order) hereafter
referred to as ‘Abd al-Ghafir, Siyaq. For Sarifinl, refere-

nce to his work will be made as Sarifini; Muntakhab.

7. Sarifini, Muntakhab, fol. 31b.
8. Ibid, fol.db.




much of the original has been preserved. Nevertheles, ‘Abd al-
Ghafir, Abd Safl al-Sam®hr and T3Hj al-Din al-Subkl™
knew Hakim’s original text and the works of these three
ShEfiT - Ash®aris can often be used as a substitue for the original
source. This is also true of the unnoticed Jamal al-Din Ibn al-
Qifti~(d. 646/1248-49) in his notice on Abu al “Abbids al-Karji™
(d. 343/954) a director of a local madrasa, at which Hakim
studied adab’® Haklm s status as ShAfiT historian and master
of hadith was recognized by his Shafif peers, as well as his
ymapthy for Shi*ism (i.e. ‘Ali), which SubkT says did not affect
Hak'm'’s love for ‘Ali’'s caliphal predecessors.* But Hakim’s
authority as a reporter of hadith has been challenged by the
Hanbalis Angari, Ibn Nagir, and their associate Thn Tahlr on
the ground that he fabricated hadith for the Shif§~ cause.’ Still,
this Hanbalf dispute with the Shfi‘is on Hakim’s preferesce for
‘Ali has no relationship to his data on Nigam al-Mulk’spolicies,
and accounts traceable to him can be useful f5r =t wdying the
nature of local madrasas in fourthfenth century Vishapur.
Abd al- Ghafir® followed the pattern of } akir. i1 compos-

3. Anbah al-ruwat 2la anbah al- nuhat, ed. Abu al- Fadt
Ibrahiim (3 vols., Cairo: Matba®t Dar al-Kutub al- Misrlya
4369 — 74/ 1950 55), III, 185.

4, Tabaqat al-Shafi‘iya, ed. al- Hulu (7 vols, Cairo :‘Isi al-
Babi, 1383 - 88/1964 - 68) 1V, 155, 161 - 171; aiso Tabaqat
al-Asnawi, I, 406.

5. Ibn al Jawzi, Muntazam (6 vols. Hyderabad: al-Uthmaniya
1357 — 59/1938 — 40) VIII, 274 - 75, VIII, 269; also refe-
rence to Subki in n. 4 above.

6. Majd al-Din Abu al-Hasan ‘Abd al-Ghafir b. Isma%l al-
Farisi (451 — 529/1059 — 60 — 1134 — 35), a grandson
of the famous §uf1 Ash ®ari’ AbQd al-Q&#sim al-Gushav-t

g




They a e primarily responsible for Ni;gm al-Mulk’s great fame,
although they had in his ethics and religious policies ample
justification for praising him.

Moreover, any attempt to study the Nizdmiya network
requires an understanding of the regional conditions, both reli-
gious and political, where a Nizamiya madrasa was founded.
The universal chroniclers were not always well-informed about
events and conditions of certain regions. Here lies the impor-
tance of local works, both histories and biograhical dictionr-
aies, for the study of a region of which the author was often
an inhabitant. in this respect, the value of tihe histories of Nis-
hapur is prominent, because it was here that Nizam al-Mulk
criginated his policies toward the madhhabs and then applied
them to other Saljuq domains. Two local histories of Nishapur
wr'tten in Arabic by natives of the region are extants: al-Hakim
Ibn al-Bayy“s Tarikh Nisabur, the earliest, and ‘Abd al-Ghafir’s
al-Sivaq li tarikh Nisabiir. Of the Siyaq there is an abridged
edition made by Ibrahim al-Sarifini entitled al-Muntakhab min
kitab al-sivaq li tarikh Nisabur. As a Shafi‘i traditionist and
historian, Hakim (d. 405/1014), covered in six tabaqat the local
‘ulama’ of Nishapur, beginning with the companions of Muha-
mmad down to 380/880-91, which he arranged in alphabetical
order. The cr'ginal text of the Tarikh Nisabur has not survied.
Only a late Persian edition by al-KhaliTa al-NisaburT of a lost
Arabic version of the original has come down to us.? But this
edition in the main is insignificant for our purposes because not

1. The available manuscripts of these three sources have
been produced in facsimile by R. Frye, The Histories of

Nishapur (Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Press,
1965).

2. Frye (ed), The Histories of Nishapur, fols.
1b - 74b (the first text in Arabic order).
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Local Histories and Local Biographical
Diciti»naries : Source Analysis for the Study of

Nizim al-Mulk

Dr Murtada al-Nagib
History Dept,
College of Arts
University of Baghdad:

leam al-Mulk’s rise to power as vizier under Sultans Alp-
Arslan and Malik-Shdah was a turning point in the history of
the Great - Saljuq Sultanate, for Nizdm al-Mulk had been the
prime mover behind Saljuq institutions of government. This
gifted vizier was a rare example of statesmanship ia the history
of the Abbasi-Saljuq Vizierate, -Of his overall m:~esures, the
madrasa has attracted the attention of orientalists and Muslim
scholars for quite some time. Attention has been focused on
the Nizamiya network, founded by Nizam al-Mulk in particular
the Baghdad Nizamiya almost to the exclusion of the other
madrasas. But unti] now, no one has studied the historiograp-
hical nature of Nizam al-Mulk’s career, despite its implication
for his overall policy, including the disputed nature and charac-
terization of the Nizamiya Network, to whjch we shall devote
a future study. Accordingly, this task must be done because
the majority of historiams who covered aspects of Nizam aj-
Muk's career belonged to the Shafi’i-Asharis, his own followers.

All non-Englsh words used in the article carry diacritical
marks but do not appear in the text because of printed
difficulties.
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